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major problem with purchasing a dirty 
piece is not being able to tell if it has a 
hairline crack. All of the pieces I sell are 
cleaned and seasoned,” Jack Glenn con- 
curred. 


WHAT'S IT WORTH? 


Doris Mosier explained that folks can find 
Griswold pieces for $50 or less. Look for 
muffin pans, skillets, bowls, and waffle 
irons because they were produced for the 
masses and are still easy to find today. 
Mosier said that pricier pieces tend to be 
scarce. 

A wind-up Griswold advertising clock 
made from a skillet specifically for a de- 
partment store bearing the words, “ERIE 
UP TO TIME,” would be priced at about 
$10,000. A four-inch wide, five-piece work- 
ing toy with a working skillet, a waffle 
iron, a Dutch oven with trivet, a colonial 
tea pot, and a handled griddle set, would 
sell for around $5,200. A number one skil- 
let with pattern number 411 would be 
priced around $7,500. A number eight 
skillet usually sells for $40-$75, depend- 
ing on the logo. “But if you want to buy 
one with a spider logo, be prepared to pay 
more than $3,000,” Mosier said. 

The list is far from complete, but Mosier 
wants to reassure the beginning collector 
that there are plenty of Griswold pieces 
that sell at more affordable prices. Mosier 
explained that the dampers, or fireplace 
flue covers, are usually priced between $3- 
$300, with the majority priced at the low 


end. Mosier said that the dampers that 
get pricey are quite large—sizes 18, 20, 
and 22. Dampers sized between 3-12 go for 
$3-$5. “Food grinders are very inexpen- 
sive, [costing] mostly less than $15,” she 
said. 

Wagner pieces produced after 1960 are 
not considered collectible at this time. 
“Wagner cast iron usually sells for less 
than equivalent Griswold,” stated Jack 
Glenn. “Looking at skillets, the number 
three is the least expensive at $10-$15. I 
have found the numbers two and thirteen 
pie logo to be the most expensive skillets 
at $500-$600. A Wagner utensil display 
rack is valued at $1,800-$2,000. This rack 
was used to display Wagner’s nickel- 
plated ware.” 

Finally, Mosier said, “I would advise a 
new collector of either Griswold or Wagner 
to get items made before 1950. Study the 
collector guides. Most use the ‘Book of 
Griswold and Wagner,’ with the emphasis 
on Griswold, or the ‘Book of Wagner and 
Griswold,’ with the emphasis on Wagner.” 
Both books are written by David G. Smith 
and Charles Wafford, published by 
Schiffer. Each of these books has small 
sections on four other vintage cookware 
companies as well. To find out more about 
the Griswold and Cast Iron Cookware 
Association, visit http://www.gcica.org/. 
For more information about the 
Wagner and Griswold Society, visit 
http://www.wag-society.org/index.php. W 
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